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The Presidio of Monterey, U.S. Army is planning a prescribed burn some time this fall, possibly as early as August 15th. The Army will be burning off brush so it can safely remove unexploded ordnance and explosives left from when the Army used Fort Ord to train soldiers. 

The decision to conduct the burns was made in consultation with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the California Department of Toxic Substances Control, after a lengthy study. The Army and the state and federal environmental regulatory agencies signed a Record of Decision in September 2002 describing the decision, and the reasons for the decision. In addition, the Army has kept the community informed through a series of six community bulletins that were each mailed to more than 50,000 households, as well as a series of public meetings.

The Army is taking every precaution to minimize the amount of smoke that impacts the community, and also providing temporary relocation for those who want to be out of the area for the three days that smoke could be in the air; relocation registration workshops are being conducted for residents who choose this option. The first workshop is on Tuesday, July 22 in Spreckles, at the Veterans Memorial Building on 5th and Llano. You may drop-in any time from 6-9 PM. The second workshop is in Seaside, July 23rd at the Oldemeyer Center, 986 Hilby Street. Again, this is a drop-in workshop, from 6-9 PM.
If you need more information you should phone the Army at (831) 242-7383 or 1-800-852-9699. The Army will send a relocation information packet, including an application for relocation, to everyone who calls. The Army encourages people to complete the application before prescribed burns are announced to avoid delays in the relocation process. If residents later decide not to relocate, their names will be removed from the list without hesitation. This year the Army will not provide pre-paid motel rooms to people who are not registered at least 48 hours prior to an announced fire. Those who want to ensure they are notified about the burns, but who do not wish to relocate, may also call the Army for further information.
Linda Velasquez, M.D., acting Monterey County Public Health Officer says, "Breathing lots of smoke isn't good for you, but how harmful it is depends on how much you breathe and your own state of health. The amounts of smoke that result from properly conducted prescribed burns should not pose a health risk to healthy people. If there is any discomfort it should be temporary and minimal, like the effects of sitting around a campfire. But people with existing breathing conditions, such as asthma or emphysema, may want to take reasonable precautions like staying indoors or might consider relocating during the fire."


For more information about voluntary relocation, visit www.FortOrdCleanup.com    or contact the Defense Language Institute Public Affairs Office at 242-6430.
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